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1. What is the vision:

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the 17 SDGs

2. How is it implemented?

VNRs and the SDG progress report

3. Where is it reviewed?

The HLPF - The High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development 

4. What do you think?

Overview
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Transforming our world : 

  The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

Adopted on 25 September 2015, the 2030 Agenda sets a global roadmap for 
development by 2030, guiding member states through 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) built on five key pillars. 

Peace Partnership

ProsperityPlanetPeople

It follows the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), the previous 
international effort targeted for 2015



17 goals, 169 targets
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Implementation Progress

   VNRs

The 2030 Agenda promotes Voluntary 
National Reviews (VNRs), regular, inclusive 
and voluntary assessments of the SDG 
progress led at national and sub-national 
levels.

Each year, up to 40 countries present their 
VNRs at the HLPF in New York, fostering peer 
learning, collaboration, and progress through 
shared insights.

Compilation of VNRs

hlpf.un.org/vnrs 



Example

   Austria’s 2024  VNRs

Link to Austria’s Report

hlpf.un.org/countries/austria



Example

   Austria’s 2024  VNRs

Link to Austria’s Report

hlpf.un.org/countries/austria



190

406 VNR reports
will have been presented by July 
2025

countries plus EU have 

presented at least one VNR. 

152 countries
have presented two VNRs 

or more.

2.13 VNR reports 
Global average per 

country 



10
Countries have 

reported

4 times

45
Countries 

have reported

3 times

97
Countries have 

reported

2 times

45
Countries have 

reported

once or less



Implementation Progress
  SDG Progress report

Every year, the UN Secretary General presents an 
annual SDG Progress report based on the global 
indicator framework, data produced by national 
statistical systems and information collected at 
the regional level.

SDG Progress report 2025 :
http://undocs.org/en/a/80/81

http://undocs.org/en/a/80/81


Share of countries with available data 

*(at least two data points since 2015) 



Overall progress assessment across targets with trend data 

  (2025 or the latest data)



9% of people sti l l  l ive in 

extreme poverty,  and 

progress has nearly 

stal led.

750 mill ion people face 

hunger as global food 

insecurity has worsened 

since 2019.

37 under-5 deaths per 

1,000 l ive births in 2023 

marks steady health 

progress, but gaps remain.

People



People

60% of youth now complete 

upper secondary school,  yet 

learning outcomes are 

declining in many countries.

27% of parl iamentary seats 

are held by women, 

reflecting slow and uneven 

progress.

2.1 bil l ion people sti l l  lack 

safely managed drinking 

water despite 

improvements.

92% of the world had 

electricity in 2023, but 

clean cooking access sti l l  

lags.



Prosperity

5.0% global 

unemployment is a record 

low, but informal work 

remains high at 57.8%.

1,420 researchers per 

mil l ion people reflects 

steady R&D growth,  but 

disparities remain.

12% live below 50% of 

median income despite 

pro-poor growth in 

most countries.

1.6 to 3 bil l ion people 

face housing 

challenges from 

affordabil ity to basic 

services.



Planet

1.05 bil l ion tons of food 

wasted in 2022 highlights 

continued inefficiencies in 

consumption.

1.55°C above pre-industrial  

levels in 2024 marks the 

hottest year on record.

37.7% of f ish stocks are 

overfished, showing 

worsening ocean 

sustainabil ity.

31.2% of land is 

forested, but 

biodiversity loss and 

species extinction are 

accelerating.



Peace and Partnership

120 mil l ion people were forcibly 

displaced by 2024, with confl ict  and 

instabil ity  r ising.

$1.4 tr i l l ion in FDI in 2024 reflects 

increased support,  yet developing 

countries face record debt burdens.
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The HLPF



HLPF 

The HLPF’s mission is to:

￭ Provide political leadership on sustainability.

￭ Track progress on commitments.

￭ Integrate sustainability across sectors.

￭ Address emerging challenges with an action-driven agenda.

It meets annually under ECOSOC and every four years at the SDG Summit 

under the General Assembly, both at UN Headquarters in New York.

The UN DESA Office of Intergovernmental Support and Coordination 

(OISC) serves as its Secretariat.

The High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF) is the UN’s main 

platform for reviewing progress on the 2030 Agenda and SDGs.

Created after Rio+20, it replaced the Commission on Sustainable Development to 

enhance global coordination. Resolution 67/290 later set its structure.





HIGH-LEVEL POLITICAL FORUM ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
Monday, July 14th Tuesday, July 15th Wednesday, July 16th Thursday, July 17th Friday, July 18th

10:00 Opening 

SDG 5 and interlinkages 
with other SDGs  
Gender equality

SDG 8 and interlinkages 
with other SDGs  

Decent work and economic 
growth

SDG 14 and interlinkages 
with other SDGs 
 Life below water

VNR presentation : 
Panel 1 and Panel 2

11:00

Unlocking means of 
implementation: 

Mobilizing financing 
and STI for the SDGs

12:00

1:00

3:00

SDG 3 and 
interlinkages with 

other SDGs 
 Good health and well-

being

Accelerating SDG 
achievement in African 

countries, LDCs LLDCs and 
middle-income countries

Small Island Developing 
States: 

Strategies for SDG 
success

Strengthening alliances for 
SDG implementation: 

Multistakeholder 
engagement for the 2030 

Agenda VNR presentation :  
Panel 3 and Panel 4

4:00

5:00
Transformation from the 

ground up: 
Acting at local level6:00



HIGH-LEVEL SEGMENT OF THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL  
MINISTERIAL SEGMENT OF THE HLPF /ECOSOC HIGH-LEVEL SEGMENT (HLS) ECOSOC HIGH-LEVEL SEGMENT

Monday, July 21st Tuesday, July 22nd Wednesday, July 23rd Thursday, July 24th 
10:00 Ministerial Opening

Messages from UNEA + 
Regional perspectives on SDG 

implementation
VNR presentation : 

Panel 1 to 3 General debate

Introduction of reports  + 
Collaborative, science- driven and 

evidence-based actions to accelerate the 
SDGs toward 2030 while leaving no one 

behind

11:00

General Debate
12:00 VNR presentation :

 Panel 1 

1:00

3:00

VNR presentation: 
Panel 1 and 2 VNR presentation : 

Panel 2 to 4

VNR presentation : 
Panel 4

Current global trends and their impacts: 
international cooperation in a fracturing 

world  
4:00

5:00

Adoption of the Ministerial Declaration    
Conclusion of the HLPF 6:00 Adoption of the Ministerial Declaration   

Conclusion of the High-Level Segment



MAJOR GROUPS (9) OTHER STAKEHOLDERS (12)

Business and Industry Major Group Person with Disabilities Stakeholder Group Asia Pacific Regional CSO 

Engagement Mechanism

Major Group for Children and Youth Volunteers Stakeholders Group

Farmers Major Group Stakeholder Group on Ageing Africa Regional CSO 

Engagement Mechanism

Indigenous Peoples Major Group Education and Academia Stakeholder Group

Local Authorities Major Group Civil Society Financing for Development Group ECE Regional CSO 

Engagement Mechanism

Non-Governmental Organization Major Group Together 2030

Scientific and Technological Community Major Group LGBTI Stakeholder Group

Women’s Major Group Sendai Group

Workers and Trade Unions Major Group Communities Discriminated on Work and Descent

M a j o r  G r o u p s  a n d  O t h e r  S t a k e h o l d e r s

http://internationaldisabilityalliance.org/
http://asiapacificrcem.org/
http://asiapacificrcem.org/
http://unmgcy.org/
http://forum-ids.org/about/vga
http://stakeholdergrouponageing.org/
http://indigenouspeoples-sdg.org/
http://educationacademia.org/
http://www.global-taskforce.org/
http://csoforffd.org/
http://ece-rcem.org/
http://ece-rcem.org/
http://ngomg.org/
http://ngomg.org/
http://ngomg.org/
http://together2030.org/
http://council.science/science-technology-major-group
http://lgbtistakeholdergroup.com/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/majorgroups/women
http://www.undrr.org/implementing-sendai-framework-partners-and-stakeholders/stakeholder-engagement-mechanism
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/majorgroups/workersandtradeunions
http://globalforumcdwd.org/


U N  G A R E S O L U T I O N  6 7 / 2 9 0  E N S U R E S  
T H E  R I G H T S  O F  M G O S  

• To attend all official meetings of the HLPF

• To attend preparatory meetings of the HLPF

• To intervene in official meetings

• To submit documents and present written and oral 

contributions

• To make recommendations

• To organize side events and round tables, in 

cooperation with Member States and the Secretariat
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What do you think?

Thank you!

theunissen@un.org 

mailto:theunissen@un.org
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