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BACKGROUND

In 2021 the UN (SG Antonio Guterres) will convene a
Food Systems Summit @People’s summit @Solutions
summit as

Part of the Decade of Action to achieve the SDGs by 2030

Multisectoral transformation towards healthier, sustainable and
equitable food systems “leaving No person or place behind”

Guided by five Action Tracks
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UNITED NATIONS
FOOD SYSTEMS
SUMMIT 2021

Dr. Agnes Kalibata is the
Special Envoy for the
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The Summit will only be effective at
setting out the pathway to 2030 if we
successfully leverage the collective
knowledge and experience of the
broadest possible cross-section of
the population.

UN Special Envoy Dr. Agnes Kalibata

Summit




WHAT IS A FOOD SYSTEM?

- , O A Food System comprises of
A paper from the Scientific Group of the UN Food Systems Summit
March 5, 2021 various activities and actors in

food value chains involved in

FOOD SYSTEMS transforming inputs into

DEFINITION, CONCEPT AND APPLICATION outcomes. A sustainable food
FOR THE UN FOOD SYSTEMS SUMMIT system should ensure food and
by nutrition security, environmental
Joachim von Braun*, Kaosar Afsana**, Louise O. Fresco**,
Mohamed Hassan**, Maximo Torero*** QUdllfy and well-being (World Food

System Center, 201 3)

UNITED NATIONS
UMV Iy,

E. lnl GENEHJ‘JLL Fl][]l] SI'I"ST[ MS EHHEEPT The Scientific Group for the

UN Food Systems Summit
https://sc-fss2021.org/

(The authors are Chair* and Vice-Chairs**, and an Ex-Officio member*** of the Scientific Group)

Theory and Criteria

A practical definition of food systems should meet two essential criteria:

wod [rewdposunsijeun)

1. it should be suitable for the purpose at hand, which is to support the global and national collec-
tive efforts to bring about positive change in food systems, by accelerating progress on meeting
the 2030 Agenda and the SDGs; and

2. it should be sufficiently precise to define the domains for policy and programmatic priorities, and
it should be sufficiently general to not exclude any aspects of the economic, social, and environ-
mental dimensions of sustainability.




FOOD SYSTEM ELEMENTS

Figure 1: The food system in the context of other systems (positive systems concept)
Source: Adapted from InterAcademv Partnership (2018) and von Braun (2017).
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https: / /sc-fss2021.org /wp-content /uploads /2021 /04 /Food Systems Definition.pdf
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https://sc-fss2021.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Food_Systems_Definition.pdf

GLOBAL REALITIES

Our planet — both humans and the natural world —faced
four global crises:

Climate change,

Biodiversity loss,

Environmental degradation, &

Dual burden of malnutrition — co existence of hunger,
nutrient deficiencies, and over-nutrition (obesity)

Then COVID-19 pandemic happened

Food systems are both a victim and culprit:

“ As Victim” —climate change, is driving down productivity of
agricultural systems around the world. The COVID-19 dimension?

woo [rewdposunsjeur)

“As a culprit” - agriculture and related land uses accounting fér
23% percent of human greenhouse gas emissions and a major
driver of habitat and biodiversity loss.



A food systems has many
domains including:
growing, producing, storing,
transporting, processing,
marketing, retailing, and
preparing food
Food system transformation to
support impacts on hunger,
malnutrition, health, biodiversity,
greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions, nature, livelihoods and
resilience

66 W gain

We have an unprecedented
opportunity to realise a generational
shift in the ability of food systems to
better serve humanity - so let’s not

waste it. b b ) N
%
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FIGURE 1 — FooD SECURITY: A COMMON GOAL FOR
AGRICULTURE AND NUTRITION

Food security
|
| |
Adequate Stable food
food supply supply and access
| |
| | [ | |
Nutritionally  Safe Food Ecologically  Economically
adequate food culture sustainable and socially
diet considerations sustainable
In the best interest of the consumer
=¥ -

14

How can we come up with the big
moon-shots for food system
transformation? I prefer to talk about
pathways to food system
transformation, pathways that will be
different for each member state
because there is no one size fits all.

b))
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WHAT IS THE IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON THE TRANSFORMATION AGENDA?




GLOBAL REPORT
ON FOOD CRISES

JOINT ANALYSIS FOR BETTER DECISIONS

IN BRIEF

The magnitude and severity of food crises worsened in 2020 as protracted conflict, the economic

fallout of COVID-19 and weather extremes exacerbated pre-existing fragilities. Forecasts point to a grim

outlook for 2021, with the threat of Famine persisting in some of the world's worst food crises.

O “By the end of 2020, the
global goal of achieving
‘zero hunger’ by 2030
seemed increasingly out
of reach.

O This follows another
annual rise in the numbers
of acutely food-insecure
people in need of urgent
food, nutrition and
livelihood assistance.”
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Numbers of people in Crisis or worse (IPC/CH Phase 3 Global Network against Food Crises
or above) or equivalent by key driver in 2020
5 O The 2021 GRFC highlights the
remarkably high severity and 2
. 115&3.1%95; ’_ . \! numbers of people in Crisis or worse ¢
territories 15;5';“\ ;::- (IPC/CH Phase 3 or above) :%
I . L3 L . .
AP in 25 countriss] 99.1M f O This is driven by persistent conflict,
P in 23 countries =
e.] erories territories pre-existing and COVID-19-related 3
~ 40.5M economic shocks, and weather
in 17 countries/
territories extremes.

% Conflict/insecurity @ Weather extremes @ Economic shocks

11 Global Nutrition Report Retweeted

S0\ % Global Network Against Food Crises @fightfoodcrises - May 5

a Conflict, climate change and COVID-19 impacts on rising acute food
insecurity. The poorest continue bearing the burden of global challenges.

How can we transform agri-food systems so that no one is left behind? Joint
5 May 2021 \ Statement to #Fightfoodcrises bit.ly/3el0caB /




WHAT IS THE IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON THE FOOD SYSTEMS
TRANSFORMATION AGENDAZ?

@ AGRA - Growing Africa’s Agriculture @ AGRAAlliance - May 5

Farmers are facing reduced availability and/or higher prices of inputs,
services and labour, which compounds the challenges they were facing even
before the pandemic.

Learn more about the impact Covid-19 is having on food systems resilience
here bit.ly/3tbYxZ1 .

Secondary impacts of
Covid-19 at farmer level

Bille MELINDA .'-—:2——
AGRA [ € Foonie USAID
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ACTION TRACKS IN THE FOOD SYSTEMS

2]
jav]
1. Enabling people to be well nourished ;%
Action Track 1 and healthy 2
F@ Ensure access to safe and nutritious food for all 0§
m.
2. Promoting and creating demand for é
healthy and sustainable diets, reducing
Action Track 2
Rﬁ Shift to sustainable consumption patterns waste
3. Acting on climate change, reducing
& Action Track 3 emissions and regenerating and protecting
f‘ﬁ Boost nature-positive production ecosystems and reducing food loss and
energy usage, without undermining health
or nutritious diets
%6 Action Track 4
M Advance equitable [ivelinoods 4. Raising incomes, distributing risk,
expanding inclusion, creating jobs
- Action Track 5 ) ) . .
@ﬁ Build resilience to vulnerabilities, shocks and stress S. Ensurmg the continued fUhCTIOhCﬂITy of

\

healthy and sustainable food systems
‘ UNITED NATIONS e
% FOOD SYSTEMS
SUMMIT 2021

O These are not standalone but interrelated food system components o sconticGrou ot

UN Food Systems Summ|
https://sc-fss2021.0rg/




COVID-19 AND FOOD ACCESS

FIGURE 3 | The impact of COVID-19 food system dynamics on the six dimensions of

food security

* Loss of jobs & income
* Higher food prices
* Disruption of school meal programmes
* Curtailing of safety nets or diminished access to them
* Closure of proximity and informal markets
* Supply chain disruptions

* Comorbidities
* Labour shortages

I Availability + Closure of high-risk processing plants
* Closure of restaurants and food stalls
* Shift to lower risk crops

Wod [TRWSHo3unsjyeu)

* Increase in food losses & waste

* Increase in packaging and plastic waste

* Decreased attention to climate change and
environmental issues

* Social and economic losses affecting food

system viability

~

securty & I

~

”

* Loss of jobs & affiliation to unions
* Weakened power of farmers” and I
producers’ organization

* Loss of economic and social empowerment

* Inability to meet and organize

* Inequality in ICT access

* Temporary restrictions of rights to \ ,
demonstrate and organize

* 5hift to cheaper [/ less healthy diets
= Shift towards processed and shelf stable food
* Link between malnutrition and COVID-19

O More than any other dimension of tood security, tood access has arguably
been the most affected by the COVID-19 crisis

* Supply chains disruptions

* Uncertainty on markets & inputs access
* Price volatility

* Export restrictions

V 4
Agency

http://www.fao.org/3/cb1000en/cb1000en.pdf
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POLICY BRIEF

Impacts of the Covid-19 Pandemic and
Associated Policy Responses on Food
Systems in sub-Saharan Africa

A SYNTHESIS OF EVIDENCE
APRIL 2021

Authors: Andrew Agyei-Holmes, Ayala Wineman, John Olwande, Emmanuel Mwakiwa, Orcidia T.
Chiziane Vilanculos, Amy Faye, Iredele Ogunbayo, Tinashe Kapuya, and Thomas 5. Jayne
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Figure 1: Covid-19 impact pathways on food systems in SSA

National policies to protect public health :
* Lockdowns and mobility restrictions ot e

* Social distancing requirements

* Market closures

* Border closures / heightened border
clearance protocols

* Price of food imports and agricultural inputs
* Demand and price of agricultural exports

* Decline in international remittances

* Decline in tourism

Food systems

National agricultural / trade / fiscal /’ within sub-Saharan Africa
policies

* Agricultural input subsidies

* Price controls (food or nonfood)

* Import tax waivers

and macroeconomic stress

for agricultural products
* Smaller public sector budgets

National social protection measures Trade restrictions of trading partners

* Cash and in-kind transfers Direct health impacts « Availability and price of food

* Labor market interventions * Morbidity and imports or agricultural inputs

* Social insurance mortality among
food system actors

\ National economic contraction

* Decline in purchasing power
* Decline in domestic demand

Impacts of the Covid-19
Pandemic and Associated Policy
Responses on Food Systems in
Sub-Saharan Africa

A SYNTHESIS OF EVIDENCE




Table 1: Evidence of impacits of Covid-19 and associated policy responses on food systems

in 354

Domestic Food Value Chaine

Agricultural inputs

= Some evidence of decling In supply, Increase in
prices, and reduction in domestic purchasing
power among pobential buyers.

Producers and agricultural production

= Some evidence of disruption to agricultural
production, especially where farmers were limiled
by rmcbdity restrictions.

» Mied evidence regarding kabaur availability.

= Some evidence of fewer traders/buyers and bowes
farmgate prices.

» Wolatility in agricultural prices due to mobility
restrictions, producing both winners and logers.

Regeonal [imtra-Afrcan) and international food trade

Trade, transport, processing, and storage

= Evidence of decline in transporation options and
increase In transport costs due to mobiity
restricions.

= Foadblocks extend the time spent in transport,
which s especially detrimental to pershable
products.

= Evidence of difficutbes in moving food between

farm, processor, port, and market. affecting food
supply and retal prices.

Wholesalers and retailers

= Evidence of difficultes sourcing food due to high
prices ar few suppliers.

= Closures of, or restrictions on, informal markeats
lead to massive income disnuptions for retallers
and food wendors.

= [Decline in businesa due to social distancing
requirarments of resiricons on non-economic
actiwity that reduced foot traffic.

Trade fliows

= Evidence of dedines (andior volatlity} in reglonal
trade due to helghtened border clearance
protocols and road congestion 8t border
CIOEsNgs.

Impacis on raders

»  Loss of livedhoods for informal cross-border
traders whene such trade was prohibited.

Prices of imports and exports

= Some evidence of price Increases for imported
fond e,

= Mxed evidence reqarding price effects for exporis.
raded internationally, with some regorns of pace
declines and other evidence of price stability.

Food and nutntion security

Aveailabdity
= hlostly stable availabiity of staple foods
= Reduced avalability of specific kems, particulary

imported foods, penishable feods, and animal-
sounced foonds.

Dietary quality

» Ewidence that households have shifted from mona
nubntious and expensive foods, such as

vegetables and dairy products, toward cheaper
foods.

Access

= Reduced economic sccess due to reduced
income and increased food retail prices.

= Reduced physical sccess dus to bans or
restrictons on informal markets or street vending.

= Reduced social sccess due to the covarniate
nature of the Covid-18 shock, which disrupted
informned safety nets.

= Feduced frequency and guantity of consumption.

AGRA-COVID-19
AND FOOD SYSTEMS

2

Figure 2: Distribution of policy intentions
among responses to Covid-19, as discussed

in the literature
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supporting livelihoods.”




WHAT IS THE IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON THE FOOD SYSTEMS
TRANSFORMATION AGENDAZ?

CQOVID-19 has affected national & global food systems thus derailing progress towards
SDGs 2030 agenda

Lessons and momentum from the world’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic can be

leveraged to stir food system transformation

The IFPRI 2021 Global Food Policy Report explores the impacts of the pandemic and
government policy responses to date, particularly for the poor and disadvantaged,

Implications on food system transformation to be healthy, resilient, efficient, sustainable, and inclusive

% IFPRI @IFPRI - 1h
v/
IFPRI's & pqrtners discussed the repor’r's Transforming #FoodSystems After #COVID19
findings and its implications for Africa’s food Live Event (French): bitly/3vSdHT]

Live Event page (English): bit.ly/33rQDjH

systems transformation efforts in the context

of COVID-19

RI_WCAO @Jo_Swinnen @UNFSS1 @jemimah_njuki

SAVE THE DATE
In.2.021. a hlgh-lev.el gf)vernmen’rql and Gloeal 1 TRANSFORMING
ministerial panel will discuss the themes [N RePORT | FOOD SYSTEMS

2021| coviv-rs

developed in the report

What are the initiatives of national and

regional partners in the context of transforming AFRICA VIRTUAL LAUNCH EVENT
food systems in the post-COVID-19 era? MAY 10, 2021 | 13:30 - 15:00 GMT

#GFPR2021 #ifpriLIVE




CHAPTER 1

Beyond the Pandemic
Transforming Food Systems
after COVID-19

JOHAN SWINNEN, JOHN McDERMOTT, AND SIVAN YOSEF

Johan Swinnen is director general of the International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI),
Washington, DC. John McDermott is director of the CGIAR Research Program on Agriculture
for Nutrition and Health, IFPRI, Washington, DC. Sivan Yosef is a senior program manager in
the Director General’s Office, IFPRI, Washington, DC.

KEY MESSAGES

Betfore the onset of the coronavirus pandemic, our food
systems already faced serious challenges in achiev-

ing equitable access to healthy, nutritious food for all;
environmental sustainability; and resilience to shocks.
COVID-19 has put the world further behind in reaching
the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

COVID-19 caused widespread loss of livelihoods and
incomes, threatening the food security, health, and nutri-
tion of poor and marginalized people around the world.
Countries implemented a variety of measures to mitigate
these impacts, including expanded social protection; but
some impacts will be long-lasting.

Food system transformation must be pursued to regain
this lost ground and achieve the SDGs by 2030.

Yet the pandemic and associated policy responses
exposed weaknesses and inequalities within food sys-
tems, including among different world regions, rural and
urban communities, rich and poor populations, and dis-
advantaged groups such as women.

FIGURE 1 Food system transformation goals

Source: Based on 5. Fan et al,, "Food Systems for Human and Planetary Health:

Economic Perspactives and Challenges,” Food Systam Economics forthceming).

B Some food systems and sectors were more resilient than
others, depending on their structure, governance, and
roles of the public and private sector.

B 2020 offered lessons, innovations, and opportuni-
ties that can help make food systems more resilient to
future shocks and more inclusive, efficient, sustainable,
and healthy.

RECOMMENDATIONS

B Seize the opportunities opened by the pandemic —
including growing momentum and lessons learned — to
transform food systems to be resilient, healthy, efficient,
sustainable, and inclusive.

B Use global events planned for 2021 — including UNFSS,
COP26, and the Nutrition for Growth Summit — to put
food system transformation prominently on the develop-
ment agenda.

B Increase resilience for all food system actors through
actions that limit the frequency and severity of shocks,

Transformation




CoVID-19 AND FOOD SECURITY: CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK

FIGURE 1 | The dynamics of COVID-19 that threaten food security and nutrition
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O overlapping and reinforcing dynamics have emerged that are
affecting food systems and food security and nutrition:

» disruptions to food supply chains; loss of income and livelihoods; a
widening of inequality; disruptions to social protection programmes;
altered food environments; and uneven food prices

http: / /www.fao.org /3 /cb1000en/cb1000en.pdf
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Climate change and COVID-19: reinforcing Indigenous food
systems

Carol Zavaleta-Cortijo &« James D Ford « Ingrid Arotoma-Rojas « Shuaib Lwasa « Guillermo Lancha-Rucoba

Patricia J Garcia « etal. Show all authors « Show footnotes

Published: August 07,2020 » DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/52542-5196(20)30173-X

O Indigenous populations are at high risk from COVID-19

* because of factors such discrimination, social exclusion, land dispossession, and a high
prevalence of multiple forms of malnutrition.

O Climate change is compounding many of these causes of health
inequities

* undermining coping mechanisms that are traditionally used to manage extreme
events such as pandemics, and disrupting food systems and local diets.

O Addressing underlying structural inequities and strengthening
Indigenous knowledge systems offer opportunities for building
resilience @

* to compound socioecological shocks, including climate effects and pandemics like
COVID-19. tmatsungo@gmail.com




COVID19, THE ENVIRONMENT, AND FOOD SYSTEMS: CONTAIN, COPE AND REBUILD BETTER

T © This paper analyzes impacts from

Frogrens COVID-19 at the nexus of food systems
and the environment.

COVID-19, THE
ENVIRONMENT O Recommendations for governments and

AND FOOD partners to promote the resilience and
SYSTEMS:

sustainability of food systems through

COHTAIN, COPE. AND REBLILD BETTER pOIiCieS qnd inveSTmenTS Thqt:
FULL REFORT

1. Account for environmental thresholds and
trade-offs;

Lgusd 19 Lrmin Bebaepry Workirs] Magar Srdd

i 2. Promote food security and healthy diets;

3. Enhance and protect rural livelihoods;

~ The COVID-19 4. Address the inequalities and injustices that
pandemic is have emerged as the world grapples with
: : COVID-19 pandemic
Increasing poverty
and threatening e
food security

tmatsungo@gmail.com




"Research suggests that the nutritional context is more
complex than previously thought and over- and
undernutrition in individuals and populations present, most
prominently, the emergence of the “dual burden” of not a
particular challenge The ability to address this dual burden
requires a systems approach that is inclusive of all agencies
and stakeholders throughout the chain including effective and
integrated intferactions among health, agricultural, and
economic systems."

>>>>(p. 101, Vélez et al. 2014)

tmatsungo@gmail.com



CONCLUSIONS
The COVID-19 pandemic is increasing poverty and

threatening food security

The pandemic has highlighted the importance of food
security in times of shocks and crises

COCID-19 has exposed interconnected weaknesses of food,
social and economic systems

Lockdowns disrupt food production and food-related logistics
and services, posing a challenge for the ability of the system
to provide sufficient, affordable, and nutritious food for
everyone

wod [rewdposunsjeur)

The consequences affect the poorest and most vulnerable
members in communities
Building food systems that are resilient to shocks such as
the COVID-19 pandemic requires collective action along

the entire agri-food chain, including policymakers “Multis
sectoral Systems Approach”



CONCLUSION
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“ It is unacceptable that hunger is on the rise at a time when the world
wastes more than 1 billion tonnes of food every year. It is time to
change how we produce and consume, including to reduce
greenhouse emissions. Transforming food systems is crucial for
delivering all the Sustainable Development Goals. As a human family,
a world free of hunger is our imperative.

— Secretary-General Anténio Guterres

Research and evidence generation is central to the transformation of food systems
and the elimination of malnutrition in our lifetime
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