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BACKGROUND

 In 2021 the UN (SG Anto ́nio Guterres) will convene a 

Food Systems Summit @People’s summit @Solutions 

summit as 

 Part of the Decade of Action to achieve the SDGs by 2030

 Multisectoral transformation towards healthier, sustainable and 

equitable food systems “leaving No person or place behind” 

 Guided by five Action Tracks
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Dr. Agnes Kalibata is the 

Special Envoy for the 

Summit



WHAT IS A FOOD SYSTEM?
 A Food System comprises of 

various activities and actors in 

food value chains involved in 

transforming inputs into 

outcomes. A sustainable food 

system should ensure food and 

nutrition security, environmental 

quality and well-being (World Food 

System Center, 2013)
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FOOD SYSTEM ELEMENTS

 A food system includes, is shaped by, and 

interacts with environmental, social, political and 

economic conditions and realities which determine 

how it can function 5
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https://sc-fss2021.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Food_Systems_Definition.pdf

https://sc-fss2021.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Food_Systems_Definition.pdf


GLOBAL REALITIES

Our planet – both humans and the natural world –faced 

four global crises: 

1. Climate change, 

2. Biodiversity loss, 

3. Environmental degradation, &

4. Dual burden of malnutrition – co existence of hunger, 

nutrient deficiencies, and over-nutrition (obesity)

5. Then COVID-19 pandemic happened

 Food systems are both a victim and culprit:

 “ As Victim” –climate change, is driving down productivity of 

agricultural systems around the world. The COVID-19 dimension?

 “As a culprit” - agriculture and related land uses accounting for 

23% percent of human greenhouse gas emissions and a major 

driver of habitat and biodiversity loss.
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FOOD SECURITY & FOOD

SYSTEMS TRANSFORMATION
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 A food systems has many 
domains including: 
 growing, producing, storing, 

transporting, processing, 
marketing, retailing, and 
preparing food 

 Food system transformation to 
support impacts on hunger, 
malnutrition, health, biodiversity, 
greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions, nature, livelihoods and 
resilience



WHAT IS THE IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON THE TRANSFORMATION AGENDA?

 xxx
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XXXXX

 “By the end of 2020, the 

global goal of achieving 

‘zero hunger’ by 2030 

seemed increasingly out 

of reach. 

 This follows another 

annual rise in the numbers 

of acutely food-insecure 

people in need of urgent 

food, nutrition and 

livelihood assistance.” 9
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XXXXX

 The 2021 GRFC highlights the 

remarkably high severity and 

numbers of people in Crisis or worse 
(IPC/CH Phase 3 or above) 

 This is driven by persistent conflict, 

pre-existing and COVID-19-related 

economic shocks, and weather 

extremes. 
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5 May 2021

Global Network against Food Crises



WHAT IS THE IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON THE FOOD SYSTEMS

TRANSFORMATION AGENDA?
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ACTION TRACKS IN THE FOOD SYSTEMS

1. Enabling people to be well nourished 

and healthy

2. Promoting and creating demand for 

healthy and sustainable diets, reducing 

waste

3. Acting on climate change, reducing 

emissions and regenerating and protecting 

ecosystems and reducing food loss and 

energy usage, without undermining health 

or nutritious diets

4. Raising incomes, distributing risk, 

expanding inclusion, creating jobs

5. Ensuring the continued functionality of 

healthy and sustainable food systems
12
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 These are not standalone but interrelated food system components



COVID-19 AND FOOD ACCESS

 More than any other dimension of food security, food access has arguably 

been the most affected by the COVID-19 crisis
13
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http://www.fao.org/3/cb1000en/cb1000en.pdf

http://www.fao.org/3/cb1000en/cb1000en.pdf


XX
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AGRA-COVID-19 AND FOOD SYSTEMS 1



AGRA-COVID-19 

AND FOOD SYSTEMS

2

Xx
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WHAT IS THE IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON THE FOOD SYSTEMS

TRANSFORMATION AGENDA?

 IFPRI’s & partners discussed the report's 

findings and its implications for Africa’s food 

systems transformation efforts in the context 

of COVID-19

 In 2021 a high-level governmental and 

ministerial panel will discuss the themes 

developed in the report

 What are the initiatives of national and 

regional partners in the context of transforming 

food systems in the post-COVID-19 era?
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 COVID-19 has affected national & global food systems thus derailing progress towards 

SDGs 2030 agenda 

 Lessons and momentum from the world’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic can be 

leveraged to stir food system transformation

 The IFPRI 2021 Global Food Policy Report explores the impacts of the pandemic and 

government policy responses to date, particularly for the poor and disadvantaged, 

 Implications on food system transformation  to be healthy, resilient, efficient, sustainable, and inclusive



XX
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COVID-19 AND FOOD SECURITY: CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK
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 overlapping and reinforcing dynamics have emerged that are 
affecting food systems and food security and nutrition:

 disruptions to food supply chains; loss of income and livelihoods; a 
widening of inequality; disruptions to social protection programmes; 
altered food environments; and uneven food prices

http://www.fao.org/3/cb1000en/cb1000en.pdf

http://www.fao.org/3/cb1000en/cb1000en.pdf


XXXXX

 Indigenous populations are at high risk from COVID-19 

 because of factors such discrimination, social exclusion, land dispossession, and a high 

prevalence of multiple forms of malnutrition.

 Climate change is compounding many of these causes of health 

inequities

 undermining coping mechanisms that are traditionally used to manage extreme 

events such as pandemics, and disrupting food systems and local diets.

 Addressing underlying structural inequities and strengthening 

Indigenous knowledge systems offer opportunities for building 

resilience 

 to compound socioecological shocks, including climate effects and pandemics like 

COVID-19.

20

tmatsungo@gmail.com



COVID19, THE ENVIRONMENT, AND FOOD SYSTEMS: CONTAIN, COPE AND REBUILD BETTER

 This paper analyzes impacts from 

COVID-19 at the nexus of food systems 

and the environment. 

 Recommendations for governments and 

partners to promote the resilience and 

sustainability of food systems through 

policies and investments that:

1. Account for environmental thresholds and 

trade-offs;

2. Promote food security and healthy diets;

3. Enhance and protect rural livelihoods;

4. Address the inequalities and injustices that 

have emerged as the world grapples with 

COVID-19 pandemic
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 The COVID-19

pandemic is 

increasing poverty

and threatening 

food security



MULTI-SECTORAL NATURE OF MALNUTRITION
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"Research suggests that the nutritional context is more

complex than previously thought and over- and

undernutrition in individuals and populations present, most

prominently, the emergence of the ‘‘dual burden’’ of not a

particular challenge The ability to address this dual burden

requires a systems approach that is inclusive of all agencies

and stakeholders throughout the chain including effective and

integrated interactions among health, agricultural, and

economic systems."

>>>>(p. 101, Vélez et al. 2014)



CONCLUSIONS
 The COVID-19 pandemic is increasing poverty and 

threatening food security

 The pandemic has highlighted the importance of food 
security in times of shocks and crises

 COCID-19 has exposed interconnected weaknesses of food, 
social and economic systems 

 Lockdowns disrupt food production and food-related logistics 
and services, posing a challenge for the ability of the system 
to provide sufficient, affordable, and nutritious food for 
everyone

 The consequences affect the poorest and most vulnerable 
members in communities

 Building food systems that are resilient to shocks such as 
the COVID-19 pandemic requires collective action along 
the entire agri-food chain, including policymakers “Multi-

sectoral Systems Approach”
23
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CONCLUSION
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Research and evidence generation is central to the transformation of  food systems 

and the elimination of  malnutrition in our lifetime



THANK YOU!!
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